IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF TEXAS
Misc. Docket No. _ 94~ 9164

IN THE MATTER OF

ALONZO VILLARREAL, JR.

ORDER

on this day came on for consideration the Motion for
Acceptance of Resignation as Attorney and Counselor at Law of
Alonzo Villarreal, Jr. together with the Response filed by the
Chief Disciplinary Counsel of the State Bar of Texas acting through
the Commission for Lawyer Discipline. The Court has reviewed said
Motion and the Response and finds each to be legally sufficient.
The Court, being advised that such resignation is tendered in lieu
of disciplinary action, and being of the opinion that such
resignation is in the best interest of the public and of the
profession and will meet the ends of justice, hereby concludes that
the following Order is appropriate.

It is ORDERED that the law license of Alonzo Villarreal, Jr.
heretofore issued by this court, be, and the same is hereby
cancelled and revoked and his name be, and is hereby, removed and
deleted from- the list of persons licensed to practice law in the
State of Texas. The Applicant’s Motion for Acceptence of
Resignation contains a notice of his lost or misplaced law license

and is hereby acknowledged by the Court.



By the Court, en banc, in chambers, this the A3 = day

of ﬁj°vt~»£6nL' , 19 37L .

Thomas R.

Raul Gonzalez|) Juiﬁice

Tl

Phillips,

quk Hidh wer, , Justice

Lloyd Doggett, Justlce

John \Cornyi\,_ Jugtice

Rose Speftor, Justice

Alonzo Villarreal, Jr.

Misc. Docket No. 94 - Q464

CF6-19A.PRI
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STATE BAR OF TEXAS

Office of the General Counsel

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
Z 771 979 346

October 25, 1994

John Adams, Clerk
Supreme Court of Texas
201 W. 14th Street

Room 104

Austin,

Texas 78701

RE: Alonzo Villarreal, Jr.
State Bar No. 20581900

Dear Mr.

Adans:

Pursuant to Part X of the Texas Rules of Disciplinary Procedure,
please find enclosed herewith the following:

(1)

(2)

(3)

Original executed Motion for Acceptance of Resignation as
Attorney and Counselor at Law for the above-referenced
attorney;

Original and two (2) copies of the Response of the Chief
Disciplinary Counsel to Motion for Acceptance of
Resignation as Attorney and Counselor at Law for the
above-referenced attorney; and .

Original draft Order for submission to the Court.

The Respondent attorney represents in his Motion for Acceptance of
Resignation that he has lost or misplaced both his license and
State Bar Card and cannot produce them with his resignation.

I will appreciate your bringing this to the Court’s attention.

405 N. ST. MARY’S, SUITE #600, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78205, (210) 271-7881



Please return a file-stamped copy of the Response to this office at
your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

Felicia A. Clenmens

Assistant Disciplinary Counsel

Office of the Chief Disciplinary Counsel
State Bar of Texas

Enclosures

CF3-24R.PRI



IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF TEXAS
RESPONSE TO MOTION FOR ACCEPTANCE OF RESIGNATION AS
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
OF

Alonzo Villarreal, Jr.

TO THE HONORABLE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS:
The Commission for Lawyer Discipline ("Commission") moves the
Court to accept the Resignation as Attorney and Counselor at Law of

Alonzo Villarreal, Jr., showing the Court that:

I.

On August 24th, 1994, Alonzo Villarreal Jr. voluntarily
executed a Motion for Acceptance of Resignation as Attorney and
Counselor at Law. The Commisssion hereby concurs in such motion.
Acceptance of such resignation in lieu of disciplinary action will

protect the public.

II.
In connection with such resignation, the Commission makes the
following findings of fact: Gonzalez Complaint
(1) Mr. Ricardo Gonzalez ("Gonzalez") hired Alonzo
Villarreal, Jr. ("Villarreal") on March 18, 1991 to file a DTPA
suit against Worthington Chevrolet of Houston. On or about May 13,

1993, Villarreal accepted a settlement from opposing counsel
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without Mr. Gonzalez’ knowledge or approval. On or about May 13,
1993, Villarreal received a $4,250.00 settlement check from
| opposing counsel and negotiated the check the following day without
the client’s approval or endorsement. Oh September 16, 1993, the
Court approved and entered a "take nothing judgment" submitted by
Villarreal and opposing counsel.

(2) Mr. Gonzalez did not discover that his case had been
settled or that Villarreal had entered into a final judgment until
approximately Sepﬁember, 1993. Villarreal had frequently failed to
communicate with Mr. Gonzalez about the status of his case, or
return Mr. Gonzalez’ numerous phone calls.

(3) Between May, 1993 and September, 1993, Villarreal made
misrepresentations to Mr. Gonzalez that his case was still pending,
and also to opposing counsel, advising him that Mr. Gonzalez had
agreed to the settlement and would execute a release of all claims.

(4) Upon receiving the settlement funds, Villarreal failed to
keep the funds in his trust account, and failed to disburse the
funds to his client, or return them to Worthington Chevrolet.
Villarreal knowingly misappropriated the funds for his own use
without the consent of his client or opposing counsel. Villarreal
was aware of the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
as they applied to the settlement of cases, and as they applied to
the safekeeping of client settlement funds. Villarreal only later

made restitution to Worthington Chevrolet for the misappropriated
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settlement funds.

(5) Villarreal acknbwledges that by his conduct he has
violated Rule 1.02 (a); Rule 1.03 (a) & (b); Rule 1.14(a); Rule
1.14 (b); Rule 1.14 (c); Rule 8.04 (a) (1); Rule 8.04 (a) (2); and
Rule 8.04 (a) (3); of the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional
Conduct.

(6) Villarreal acknowledges that restitution is due and
payable to Mr. Ricardo Gonzalez in the amount of $750.00 by
certified or cashier’s check. Villarreal further acknowledges that
attorney’s fees in the amount of $500.00 are due and payable by
certified or cashier’s check to the State Bar of Texas for the

investigation and hearing of this complaint.

I1I.

Based on the foregoing findings of fact, the Commission
concludes as a matter of law that Villarreal committed professional
misconduct by violating Rule 1.02 (a) ; Rule 1.03 (a) & (b) ; Rule
1.14 (a) ; Rule 1.14 (b) ; Rule 1.14 (c) ; Rule 8.04 (a) (1) ; Rule
8.04 (a) (2) ; and Rule 8.04 (a) (3) ; of the Texas Disciplinary

Rules of Professional Conduct.

Iv.
The Commission prays that the Court accept the resignation as

an Attorney and Counselor of Law of Alonzo Villarreal, Jr., State
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Bar No. 20581900, licensed by the State of Texas as an attorney and
counselor of law on May 18, 1976, and drop his name from the list

of persons licensed to practice law in the State of Texas.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. McCormack
General Counsel

Felicia A. Clemens

Assistant Disciplinary Counsel
Office of the General Counsel
State Bar of Texas

405 N. St. Mary’s, Suite 600

San Antonio, Texas 78205

(210) 271-7881 / (210) 271-9642 (FAX)

O Qu

Felicia A. Clemens
State Bar No. 01282060

ATTORNEYS FOR COMMISSION

CF6-19.PRI
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS
MOTION FOR ACCEPTANCE OF RESIGNATION AS
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
OF

ALONZO VILLARREAL, JR.

NOW COMES your Applicant, Alonzo Vitlarreal, Jr., and
henrneby nresdigns as an Attorney and Counselor in the State od Texas;
and henreby submits to the Count.hLA resignation as an Attorney and

Counselor at Law; and prays that the Count accept sadid nresdignation.

I.

In support of this motion for acceptance o4 resdignation,
youn Applicant would present $orn this Court’s considernation the
$ollowing:

This Applicant voluntarily began to work his pracitice
down to zero f4iled in March o4 1993. At this time I wads involved
in a nretationship and it became apparent that the stress that had
accumulated over the years by reason o4 my practice had clearly
rneached and gone beyond the healthy Rimits and wexre desperately
boxdening on bareakdown. With this ¢orced nrealization, I
delibenately began to try 2o clode out my caded. You must
understand that at the time o4 this voluntary effort aimed toward
a cessation of my practice, I was a s0Lo practitioner with a case
Load o4 appnoxima;ely 55 cases. The madjority o4 my cadsesd were
Plainti4é’s LRitigation cases dealing with DTPA and "grontien”
Litigation. By Augudt o4 1993, I had reduced my case Load down to
approximately 14 cases and I began to Look f4orwand to closding out

all my $iles by the end o4 the year and 4still be able to save my



nelationship. Unfdortunately, by the end 04 the year there wene
Atile two cases pending and I kept hoping they would settle. But
by then I was not even trying to push them. The remainding cases I
had wene nefenned to othen attorney’s and 4in April I submitted my
resdignation to this Court. It was not until recentily, that I was
made to nealize that the resignation was not edpective since there
were dLAchzinduy proceedingsé pending agadinst me.

The nreason I bring up these matters 44 not in the way o4
an excude 4or the actions that have resulted .in the presdent
sdtuation but as an explanation. As I submit my rnesignation fnrom
the practice o4 Law, I simply feel that it 44 imperative that you
understand why I do this. | |

When I nrecedved the Lettenr of the Chied Discdiplinany
Counsel that my resignation was not edpective. I began to have
second doubts as to whethern I should not try to save on saltvage my
Ricense, and as a rnesult I have gone through a great deal oé soul
Seanching. Is it giving up to surrendeax my LRicendse without a
6ig9ht?

I had done 40 in April because I was unable to fight the
mattex. I was 40 stressed out and experndencing 40 many anxdiety
attacks that I could not dunction and I Just wanted 2o be rid o4
the pain and put afl this Law studé behind me. But since that time
my mental well bedng has really improved dramatically. A failed
relationship was behind me and the Law wasd behind me, i.e. the two
greatest burdens o4 my Lidée were behind me and I Learning how 2o
Live £ike a normal human beding again. Not without the stress, 04

counse, o4 planning $or and seeking a new career and a new £Life,



but nonetheless without the d4inner hell and turmoil I was godng
through insdide my mind, my heart and my soul.

Howeven, I was able to nrneach a decision yesternday as to
what I should do in this matter and it came f$rom shedding away the
Layenrns o4 nationale and Jjustipdication built up over the years and
accepting the basic 4acts. As Diane once told me: "Just because
you’re good as something doesn’t mean you have to Like it."” The
basic fact o the matter L8 that I did not Like the Law. I thought
about how I got 4into this. I waés a mathematics major dIn
undeargraduate school and I got buxrned out my dsendion yeanr. So I
said what the hell take the LSAT and apply to Law 4chools and Jsee
what happens. I got accepted and I went. I did not make a careexn
decdision don mysel$ zthen, a@ I can today. I did not make a
decisdon, I Let a admissions committee make the decision for me and
I went down that path.

And as I took that path I decdided to try 2o Live close to
the words 04 Theodore Roosevelt. "Far better it is to dare mighty
things, to win glorious triumphs, though checkered with ¢ailunre,
than to take rank with those poon souls who neithen enjoy much on
sufben much, forn they Rive in that gray twikight that knows nedilhen
victory nor degeat.” The problem was that although I had the
strnength o4 witl to strive to Live by those words I was doing L0 4in
an envinronment that plagued me with many problems. It is amazing
in Rooking back at my edighteen years o4 practice, and see how I
truly did Rike 40 many o4 my clients. I would say that fully 80 to
90 pencent o4 my clientele were truly wonderngul people. And sdnce

I was a plaintiéés attorney I felt a very redeeming JLatisfaction



when I was able to help people who had been wnonged' and had
Supperned an infury. Howevexr, what always caused me angudish and
gried through the years and which I truly could not ever come to
grndips with was the fact that the greatest treacheries were
committed by the attorneys and judges. I nevear could redolve this
dssue in my mind and it helped to make me disgruntled with the Law.
But thezre were 40 many other things that made me disenchanted with
the taw: 2the adversarial procedss; the mechandics of dealing with
the competing interests o4 the plaintiéé and the dedendant, as well
as your own Jselkf-Ainternests; Aimpossible to please clients; and b0
many othear things that Just made it dié¢bicult to make everybody
happy. That can’t be done, I know, but somehow I jJust couldn’t
dorce myseld to back away érom that goal.

| As the years went on, the fact that I was not happy with
my Lige in the Raw and the 4stress o6 my solo practice, compounded
each othen and gave way to severe anxdiety attacks. It reached the
point were I could not make decdisions untif I was under the gun and
I had to act.

This witl expladin 4on you why I never dedended myselsd
before the grievance committee. My only efbort in my own degense
in nresponding to the grievance was to 4send them a Letter stating
that it was my dintention to nesdgn once the cades I had Leht wene
disposed by setilement on redernal. I was sufpernding such great
anxiety attacks, I Just did not want to face any conplicts,
condrontations or make ahy decdsdons. Call the course o4 events
Leading up to my decddsion to Leave the practice, the result o4 a

disabitity or an Aimpadirment whatevenr you may wish, but it rendenred



me incapable to dealing with daily mattens on a daily basis. Since
Apnil I have telt a tremendous burden Lifted from my shoulkderns and
I have been able to deald with daily matierns on a daily basis. 0¢
counse, the Letter I necedived from Ms. Margaret Reaves {on the day
before my birnthday) sent me recoiling again. I have mentioned this
2o Ms. Reaves and Ms. Chemens, I would get Lthese Lettens and I
would phydsically start to shake $rom the panic attacks.

Wetl to make a Long storny short. I RLooked back over the
progress that I was making as vaaA reducing my case RLoad to zeno
and to the tremendous progress I have make since April, I know that
I do not have a need or a desire to practice RLaw agadin. I have
before me a grand opportunity to start a new Life and a new careen
and in a fiedd that I will endjoy. I think it is Robenrt BRigh who
sadid the three things a man needs L4 a 4ob he enfoys, a home and
4omeone to share it with. Not many people have the grand and
chatlienging oppoatunity to enjoy what has been given to me through
18 years o hetld. That L4 the opportunity to make a career change
{how many people are stuck in jobs that they don’t enjoy but edithen
are RLocked in and cannot change careens on simply don’t have the
counage to try); 1o plan that canreen change by evaluating my
abitities and osRiLls and marketing and selling those skilRs and
assets; and to adm at ginding a carecer whene I°LL be happy in my
woxrk.

Thenregone, I hereby submit my resignation as an attorney
aﬁd a counselonr at Law. I do 40 with (as expected) some
bittersweet memories but also with a sense of thrilf at the

prospects o4 a new and challenging Lide.
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I aezpect&utiy request that you atlow this rnesignation in

Lieu o4 disciplinary action.

IT1.
In connection with such resignation, Applicant takes note
and acknowledges the following $indings o4 dact and conclusions o0+
Law made by the grievance committee (in which process Applicant did

not participate nor seek to ofper any dedense):
FINDINGS OF FACT: GONZALEZ COMPLAINT

(1) Mx. Ricardo Gonzalez hired Applicant on March 18,
1991, to $ile a DTPA suit against Worthington Chevaolet of Houston.
On on about May 13, 1993, Applicant accepted a Jsettlement from
oppoding counsel without Mrn. Gonzalez’ knowledge or approval. On
on about May 13, 1993, Applicant recedived a $4,250.00 settlement
check from opposdng counsel and negotiated the check the following
day without the client’s approval or endorsement. On Septembenr 16,
1993, the Count approved and entened a "take nothing dJudgment”
submitted by Applicant and opposing Counsel.

(2) Mr. Gonzalez did not discover that his case had been
settled on that Applicant had entered into a 4$4inal Jjudgment until
approximately Septembenr 1993. Applicant had failed to communicate
with Mr. Gonzalez about the status o4 his case, or return Mr.
Gonzakez numenrnous telephone calts.

(3) Between May 1993 and Septemben 1993, Applicant made
mwidnepresentations to Mr. Gonzalez that his case was still pendding,
and also to opposing counsel, advising him that Mr. Gonzalez had

.yneed to the settlement and would execute a release o4 all claims.



(4} Upon '%eceiving the settlement $unds, Applicant
dailed to keep the 4$unds in his trust account, and Hfailed 2o
immeddiately disburse the funds to his client, or immediately nretunn
them to Worthington Chevrolet. Applicant knowingly misappropriated
the g$unds forn his own udse without the consent o4 his client oxn
opposing counsel. AppRicant was aware o4 the Texas Disciplinary
Rules 04 Prosessional Conduct as they applied to the 4settlement of
the cade, and as zthey applied to the safekeeping o4 client
settlement 4unds.

(5] Applicant acknowledges that the ¢indings oé zthe
grievance committee (in which the Applicant did not participate oxn
seek to degend himseld}) do support the conclusion that Applicant by
his conduct hasé violated Ruke 1.02(a); Rule 1.03(a) & (b); Rule
1.14(a); Rute 1.14(b}; Rule 1.14(c); Rule 8.04(a)(1); Rule
8.04(a)(2); and Ruke 8.04(a)(3); o4 the Texas Disciplinary Rules ob
Progessional Conduct.

(6) Applicant acknowledges that nrestitution in the way
o4 attorney’s fees is due and payable to Mr. Ricardo Gonzalez 4in
the amount o4 $750.00 by cenrtif¢ied on cashiern’s check. Applicant
gurthen acknowledges that attorney’s gees in the amount oé $500.00
are due and payable by cextifdied or cashien’s check to the State

Banr o$ Texas 4orn the investigation and hearing o4 this complaint.

III.
Applicant has LRost orn misplaced his License and/on
pexmanent State Baar canrd and at this time they cannot be tendexred

to the Count, Applicant nrepresents to the Court zthat should



Applicant f4ind his License and perxmanent State Banr caxrd, Applicant

will immediately surrenden same to the Count.

Iv,
Yourn Applicant 44 voluntarily nresdigning and withdrawing
from the practice o¢ Law; Applicant doed 40 in Lieu of discipline

torn professional misconduct; and Applicant prays that his name be

dropped and deleted from the List op persdons Ricendsed to prac féz

I

-~

Law 4in Texas; and that his nesignation be ac

Atbnzo Vittarreal, Jnr.
State Banr No. 20581900



SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO bedone me by the sadid Alonzo

Villanrreal, Jn. this the ﬂk/% day o4 August, 1994,

ROSE M. RAMIREZ @Mjm W

SR A2 MY COMMISSION EXPIRES Ll N\

ST April 23, 1998 NOTARY PUBLIC in and 4oxr
DS NPEEE the State o4 Texas

Mﬁf‘b (998 Qose /M%m]feb

My Colmmission Expines: Printed Name o4 Notanry




